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“These essays, besides being pieces of literature by themselves
because of their literary style, represent, to my knowledge, the first
attempt made in Bengali, and for that matter, in Indian literature,
to build up a set of standards for judging and appreciating a piece
of literary works. The essays are illumined by his deep humanity,
his equally deep insight into man and things, his knowledge and
understanding of literature and civilization, and subtle taste and

balanced judgment.”
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India has a spirit and tradition of her own, which have survived
through all political upheavals. This spirit and this tradition do not
obey the mandate of the holy books, and are little influenced by
scholars. In fact, neither has been incorporated in any theological
or social code, and their roots are deep in the heart of the masses
themselves; from the first they have set themselves against restrictions
and dogmas and thier prophets came from the commonest of the

common people.
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